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sufficient or not: it means schools which are not
conducted for private profit. The masters receive
salaries which vary inadequacy, but whatever profits
may be made are applied by the Governing Body in
the interests of the school as a whole, according to the
varied measure of wisdom which Providence has
allotted to each of these corporations. Compara-
tively few of them have endowments worthy of the
name: they depend for their financial success, and
indeed for their existence, on the goodwill of their
clientele.

This system may, or may not, be a good one, but
it should not be forgotten, as it often is, that it is very
economical for the country as a whole.   If the public
schools did not exist the nation would have to provide
for the pupils whom they educate, and the question
whether the parent does, or does not, get good value
for his money is, very literally, his own business.   So
long as he is satisfied the state has no sort of reason
to complain.   Writers who are fond of pointing out
that a large proportion of scholarships to the uni-
versities are now won by boys from secondary schools
have every right, as citizens, to congratulate them-
selves on the result, but they have no right to
denounce the (presumed) failure of boys to whose
education they have not been asked to contribute.

I say " presumed " failure because it is notorious
that parents who can afford to pay for their prefer-
ence may, and often do, in- fact, prefer to send their
sons without a scholarship to the college of their